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Special Education Experience
PART C
1. What should and should not be the focus of special education for students with severe disabilities?
Special education for students with severe disabilities should be individualized by understanding the weaknesses and strength of individual learners. Upon identifying them, learners should not be grouped based on their abilities but should be allowed to socialize and integrated with others (Feldman et al., 2016). Consequently, learning environment, materials, and procedures should also be tailored to meet and accommodate the different needs of diverse learners.
2. Identify the skills and dispositions a teacher needs to work with students with severe disabilities. How are these skills unique for this population of students?
Students experiencing severe disabilities get services from a vast range of professionals that include mobility specialists, occupational therapist, speech therapist, adaptive technology specialist, and nurse. Therefore, teachers need to work hand in hand with the other professionals in holistically delivering care to the student. According to Feldman et al., (2016), this group of students with exhibits a varying range of needs and abilities that must be addressed in a school setting which therefore calls for the teacher to have special skills on the learner’s development. 
3. Do you believe that students who are gifted and talented benefit the most by participating in acceleration and enrichment programs with peers who show similar intellectual abilities? Why or why not? 
Yes. This creates a holistic environment for sharpening their gifts and talents further. With the proper guidance, it also offers the students with a context for the healthy competition which develops them to be assertive and competent in their life later (Feldman et al., 2016). Integrating them with students with other competencies confuses them and may distract their learning and development.
4. List and briefly describe service delivery options for young children and identify the advantages and disadvantages of each type. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Service delivery in young children can be direct, consultative, or flexible. Immediate service delivery involves the provision of service in one-on-one, small group, or large group setting where teachers and students share information directly (Kingsley &Mailloux, 2013). This method is crucial because it enables the establishment of a relationship, mold student social skills as well as provide a just platform for assessment of student learning. However, sometimes, it may not easily depict changes in development and behavior pattern of students to administer the proper intervention.  
Consultative service delivery method allows student learning, progress, and development to be altered /changed to meet the current needs of the student as advised by the therapist. As cited by Kingsley &Mailloux, (2013), teachers are, therefore, able to employ the right processes, materials, and environment to improve efficacy in their teaching. In the case of lapse or constrained relationship between therapist and teacher can have detrimental impacts on the child’s development and learning?  
Flexible service delivery involves the integration of both direct and consultative approaches in student education. This method is highly effective because it saves time that can be lost by halting immediate service delivery to do consultation due to the change in student behavior or needs before resuming direct approach. Depending on the severity of the disability, sometimes it can cause a dilemma in determining a sufficient balance.    
5. Identify critical opportunities that high school students with disabilities should receive in preparation for their smooth transition to post-secondary life or college.
There are several things that students with disabilities need to learn during high school to ensure the transition to college is smooth. Before joining high school student should engage in diverse but well balanced, challenging courses to assess any arising difficulties then prepare a study plan that is specific to their needs. One should also become proficient with technology like computer, smartphones, and the internet. During high school, students with disability should grow their knowledge regarding their disability and focus on increasing their strengths as well as sharing their condition and challenges with others. In addition to consulting school counselors, students should ensure their disability documentation are up to date and learn how to do the same for college admission and accommodation purposes.
 
6. How do you define the “quality of life”? Is “quality of life” determined or influenced by the individual's level of “self-determination”? What can be done to improve the quality of life for adults with disabilities?
Quality of life refers to the ability to live a comfortable, happy, and healthy life. Self-determination is essential on the road to living a quality life for people with disabilities. Self-determination enables one to hold personal values and principles that allow them to determine their destiny (McDougall et al., 2016). They can make their own choices in political, cultural, economic, and social development issues. Improving the quality of life for adults with a disability starts from home; the atmosphere at home should feel comfortable if not necessary adjustments should be made, for example, lighting, paint, smell, plant life, etc. Interacting with people by going out regularly reduces chances of depression; therefore, adults should strive to keep working and support charity work. According to McDougall et al., (2016), in making others happy, you also improve your quality of life. Lastly, adults with a disability should exercise every day and get proper nutrition.
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